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re-establishment with the restoration of the old limits of
France. After seven years of war for this object, Pitt was
obliged to relinquish it and to support a peace that left
France infinitely more powerful than she was in 1793 or
1794, when he talked of a war of extermination. But until
that day of exhaustion came he fought for his one end,
the evacuation of Belgium, by every means in his power.
He used the ambitions and the rapacities of the large states,
and the weakness of the small. He stimulated and tried
to direct the territorial appetites of Austria; he flung sub-
sidies to the Emperor and to Prussia; he bullied Denmark,
Tuscany, and Genoa; he threatened Switzerland; he was
ready to help the emigres in recovering their privileges,
or to help the Powers to appropriate French territory.1 The
Quiberon expedition and its sequel were to Fox an act
of meanness and folly, to Burke an act of treachery, to
Pitt they were merely an experiment. Pitt thought
that an alliance with the Royalists and Constitutionalists
might help him to re-establish monarchy in France : when he
found the Emigres' support worthless, and their pretensions
exorbitant, he abandoned the whole project of making their
cause his own. Fox saw in that alliance an unmistakable
sign that our war was a war of internal interference ; Burke
saw in it a sacred pledge to the men whose lost rights he
wished to see restored. To Pitt it was neither of these
things; it was one of various methods of attacking France,
and a method to be employed without adopting all the
implications of Burke's fiery spirit of crusade, or promising
the emigre's restitution in a France still intact
As he used his material in France or in Europe, so Pitt
used and moulded his material at home. The more the
public was terrified by the idea of domestic sedition, the more
resolute for war was its temper. The repression of domestic
liberty was in this sense a measure of defence; it inflamed
1 It was this energy in bribery that made France regard England as Fdme
damnte of the Coalition. Between March and September 1793 ^t made ten
different treaties.